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LOCAL GOVERNMENT — FORCED AMALGAMATIONS 
Motion 

HON LYNN MacLAREN (South Metropolitan) [11.24 am] — without notice: I move — 

That the Council calls upon the Barnett government to — 
(a) acknowledge the outpouring of community concern regarding the government’s 

process for forced local government amalgamations; 
(b) not proceed with removing the Dadour amendment from the Local Government Act 

1995; 
(c) recognise the principle that local communities should be the drivers of policies in 

relation to council amalgamation; and 
(d) consider that changes to council boundaries should consider shared communities of 

interest.  

Since the Barnett government announced the new proposed boundaries for local governments, I am sure that 
you, Mr President, like every other member in this house, have received correspondence on this issue. Not 
everyone is happy about the new proposed boundaries. It is certainly clear that the proposal to amend the Local 
Government Act to remove the Dadour amendment is resoundingly opposed by community members.  

Hon Nick Goiran interjected. 

Hon LYNN MacLAREN: We can only surmise that it might come onto the agenda. I do not sit in cabinet, but I 
have been contacted by a large number of people who are very concerned about these proposed boundary 
changes. The South Metropolitan Region seems to be particularly affected by these proposed boundary changes. 
Six members in this place represent the South Metropolitan Region. In the east of my region, the Town of 
Victoria Park and the City of South Perth —  
Hon Nick Goiran: interjected. 

Hon LYNN MacLAREN: It is east if we go along the river. It is actually kind of north east. The residents of the 
Town of Victoria Park and the City of South Perth are concerned about the rumour that the City of Perth may 
take over the Burswood Peninsula, and they have been mobilising to protest against this. In fact, this weekend 
they will be holding a rally called the Battle for the Burswood to protest about the loss of revenue to their area if 
the City of Perth were to take over the Burswood peninsula and thereby the highest ratepayer in that region, the 
casino. It is nonsensical to me that this is one of the proposed boundary changes, and I want to hear what other 
members have to say about that. 
Another proposed boundary change that concerns me in the South Metropolitan Region is what people are 
calling “Melmantle”. “Melmantle” will extend from the City of Melville to the City of Canning and all the way 
to Fremantle. In my view, Fremantle is a regional strategic centre that has a unique character. Its communities of 
interest bear little resemblance to the communities in and around the City of Canning and the City of Melville. 
The residents of this area are extremely distressed about this proposal, because it will mean that they will have 
only nine members in local government to represent their interests. 

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
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